
SAINT JOSEPH SERIES: PART THREE

The archdiocese is joining the global Catholic Church in celebrating a Year
of Saint Joseph.  This Pastor Page Series will present excerpts from Pope
Francis’s apostolic letter, Patris Corde, With a Father’s Heart.

4. An accepting father

Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the angel’s words.
Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not understand. Our first
reaction is frequently one of disappointment and rebellion. Joseph set aside
his own ideas in order to accept the course of events and, mysterious as
they seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for them and make them
part of his own history. Unless we are reconciled with our own history, we
will be unable to take a single step forward, for we will always remain
hostage to our expectations and the disappointments that follow.

The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, but
accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, this reconciliation, can we
begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning.

Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and firmly
proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and welcome can be an expression
of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the strength
needed to accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and
disappointments.

Jesus’ appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, which makes it
possible for each of us to be reconciled to the flesh of our own history, even
when we fail to understand it completely.

Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!” (Mt 1:20), so he
seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We need to set aside all anger and
disappointment, and to embrace the way things are, even when they do not
turn out as we wish. Not with mere resignation but with hope and courage.
In this way, we become open to a deeper meaning. Our lives can be
miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live them in accordance with



the Gospel. It does not matter if everything seems to have gone wrong or
some things can no longer be fixed. God can make flowers spring up from
stony ground.

Here, once again, we encounter that Christian realism which rejects
nothing that exists. Reality, in its mysterious and irreducible complexity, is
the bearer of existential meaning, with all its lights and shadows. Thus, the
Apostle Paul can say: “We know that all things work together for good, for
those who love God” (Rom 8:28). To which Saint Augustine adds, “even
that which is called evil (etiam illud quod malum dicitur)”. In this greater
perspective, faith gives meaning to every event, however happy or sad.

Nor should we ever think that believing means finding facile and comforting
solutions. The faith Christ taught us is what we see in Saint Joseph. He did
not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality with open eyes and accepted
personal responsibility for it.

Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome others as they are,
without exception, and to show special concern for the weak, for God
chooses what is weak (cf. 1 Cor 1:27). He is the “Father of orphans and
protector of widows” (Ps 68:6), who commands us to love the stranger in
our midst. I like to think that it was from Saint Joseph that Jesus drew
inspiration for the parable of the prodigal son and the merciful father (cf. Lk
15:11-32).
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